
BURLINGTON   WATER   DISTRICT  
(BWD)   Board   Meeting   Minutes  

June   19,   2019   6:50   PM   

Scappoose   Library  
Scappoose   Oregon  

97053   

Present   were   Juli   Valeske,   Ken   Larson,   Pattye   Larson,   board   members,   Matt   Olson  
representing   Hiland   Water,   and   new   board   members,   Alan   Park,   Ron   Yann,   and   Dan  
Johnson.   

Customer/public  
requests:   

1)   Introduction   of   the   new   board   members:   The   board   was   unable   to   swear   in   the  
new   board   members,   because   the   certificates   from   Multnomah   County   elections  
have   not   yet   been   received.   There   were   no   other   visitors   present.   2)   Billing  
questions   from   customers:   There   were   no   questions   or   comments   from   customers.   

Board   review   and/or  
approval:   

1)  Pattye  read  the  minutes  from  the  May  minutes.  It  was  noticed  that  the  date  of  the                  
next  meeting  should  have  been  June  19,  2019.  Ken  moved  and  Juli  seconded  that               
the  minutes  be  accepted  and  approved  with  the  correction  of  the  next  meeting  date.               
Motion   carried.   

2)  The  accounts  receivable/payable  report  from  Hiland  was  reviewed.  Juli  explained            
the  report  to  the  new  board  members.  Ken  and  Pattye  reviewed  the  invoices  and               
checks  presented.  Pattye  moved  that  we  pay  our  bills.  Ken  seconded,  and  motion              
carried.   

3)  Juli  read  Resolution  18/19-04,  Authorization  of  Fire  Suppression  Contract.  It  was             
reviewed  that  the  property  taxes  collected  provide  the  funds  for  the  district  to              
purchase  fire  protection  from  Portland.  The  new  board  expressed  a  desire  to  look              
into  BWD  options  for  fire  protection  in  the  20/21  year.  The  draft  contract  was               
discussed.  Juli  agreed  to  talk  with  Matt  regarding  contracts,  etc,  run  by  SDAO.  Also,               



to  try  and  find  out  how  many  calls  from  BWD  customers  were  made  to  Portland  fire                 
department   for   the   year.   

Ken   made   a   motion   that   if   the   final   contract   matches   the   draft   that   was   provided,  
that   we   sign   with   Portland   for   the   2019-2020   year.   Pattye   seconded,   motion  
carried.   

Manager’s  
Report:   

Matt   reported   that   the   system   is   good.   Hiland   continues   to   monitor   for   chlorine.   Hiland  
continues   to   detect   leaks   and   fixes   as   they   find   them.   Our   leakage   rate   is   up   to   24%,  
likely   from   the   use   of   old   meters   malfunction,   non-recorded   meters,   and   places   on  
Highway   30   and   up   to   the   reservoir   that   need   repairs.   

Matt   also   explained   some   of   the   job   description   as   managers   of   our   system.   They  
include:   Making   sure   the   system   functions,   address   emergencies,   read   meters,   water  
testing   and   reporting   to   appropriate   agencies,   check   and   report   backflow   devices,   send  
invoices   to   customers,   interface   with   customers,   work   with   bookkeeper   to   make   sure   all  
invoices   are   paid   promptly,   complete   locates   as   required,   and   work   to   provide   consumer  
confidence.   

The   process   for   getting   bids   for   Capital   Improvement   projects   was   discussed.   The  
district   needs   at   least   two   bids   for   capital   improvement   projects.   

Capital   improvement   projects   identified   in   our   budget   process  
include:   

1)  Cornelius  Pass:  leaking  water  in  the  line  going  across  highway  30  to  the  old  dairy.                 
Ken  suggested,  and  agreed  to  talk  with  Matt  about  the  cost  for  putting  a  second                
meter,  on  the  west  side  of  highway  30  at  Cornelius  Pass  to  find  out  how  much  water                  
is  leaking.  There  were  several  suggestions  on  how  to  replace  the  water  line  when               
we   find   out   what   is   required.   

2)  Riverview:  The  water  main  line  up  Riverview  is  on  a  big  boulder,  basalt  fill.  The                 
line  is  in  a  constant  state  of  flex.  Two  years  ago  there  were  a  number  of  leaks.  The                   
project   needs   to   be   done   include   a   new   base   to   make   the   line   more   stable.   



3)  Hiland  has  been  asked  to  install  3  test  stations  for  chlorine  and  bacteria.               
Previously,  BWD  had  asked  customers  to  provide  the  water  for  testing.  This  did  not               
provide  accurate  tests.  Hiland  is  progressing  to  install  the  test  stations,  1  per  month               
for   3   months.   

Administrator’s  
Report:   

1)   The   status   of   customer   accounts   was   reviewed.   Hiland   will   continue   to   monitor  
late   accounts.   

2)   The   profit   and   loss   statements   and   the   balance   sheet   were   reviewed.   The   budget   
       comparison   looks   good   for   this   date.   

3)   The   Metro   vacate   for   the   area   of   the   reservoir   is   proceeding.   

4)  The  Portland  Water  Bureau  wholesale  water  rates  and  charges  ordinance  was             
discussed.  The  new  board  members  noticed  the  large  discrepancy  in  prices  between             
the  different  districts.  Juli  explained  to  the  board  the  peaking  process,  and  the  fact               
that  several  times  in  the  last  few  years,  BWD  has  exceeded  peaking  rates,  and               
received  penalties  which  resulted  in  higher  rates.  Hopefully  with  Hiland  monitoring            
the  reservoir  closely  with  our  new  telemetry  system  (installed  2  years  ago),  we  will               
be   able   to   keep   from   any   more   infractions,   and   we   will   be   able   to   reduce   our   rate.   

5)   Juli   provided   copies   of   the   “A   Guide   for   Public   Officials”   to   each   new   board  
member,   with   a   short   discussion   following.   

6)  A  copy  of  the  flier  from  SDAO  regarding  Board  of  Directors  and  Management               
Staff  Training  was  provided  to  each  new  member.  The  Board  recommended  that             
each  new  director  try  to  attend  a  meeting  at  some  time.  Alan  and  Ron  indicated                
interest  in  attending  one  the  meetings.  The  district  gets  one  meeting  ticket  for  free,               
and   will   pay   for   any   other   meetings   that   members   will   attend.   

7)  It  has  been  recommended  that  BWD  clarify  our  Public  Records  Policy.  Juli              
provided  some  information,  and  Pattye  will  copy  it  and  bring  a  copy  for  each  member                
to   the   next   meeting.   



The   next   meeting   will   be   July   17,   2019   at   6:45   at   the   Scappoose  
Library.   

Ken   moved   and   Pattye   seconded   that   the   meeting   adjourn.   Motion   carried   at  
8:28   pm.   

Pattye   Larson  
Board   member  
Recording  
secretary   


